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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 897] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 897) for the relief of Mr. and Mrs. Thanos Mellos, Michel Mellos, 
and Hermine Fahnl, having considered the same, reports favorably 
thereon with an amendment and recommends that the bill, as amended, 
do pass. 

AMENDMENT 


On lines 7 and 8 strike the words “of their last entries into the 
United States’’ and insert in lieu thereof the words “‘the enactment of 
this Act’’. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of per- 
manent residence in the United States to Mr. and Mrs. Thanos Mellos, 
Michel Mellos, and Hermine Fahn!. The bill provides for appropriate 
quota deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


Mr. and Mrs. Thanos Mellos are 43- and 42-year-old natives and 
citizens of Turkey. Their child, Michel, is a 5-year-old native of 
Austria and the child’s nurse, Hermine Fahnl, is a 25-year-old native 
and citizen of Austria. They arrived in the United States as visitors 
on November 6, 1948. Mrs. Mellos, who is an opera singer, made 
one concert tour in Canada since her original entry and last entered 
the United States on November 30, 1949. Mr. Mellos is a singing 
teacher and his wife is an outstanding figure in the concert and 
operatic field. Mr. Mellos devotes his time exclusively to coaching 
his wife and managing her career. 
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A letter dated November 30, 1950, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to S, 4096, which was a bill introduced in the: Eighty-first 
Congress for the relief of the same persons, reads as follows: 


N sR 30, 1950. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, OVEMBER 0 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My, Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice with respect to the bill (S. 4096) for the relief of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thanos Mellos, Michel Mellos, and Hermine Fahn], all aliens. 

The bill would provide that, in the administration of the immigration laws, 
Athanasios Mellos (also known as Thanos Mellos), his wife, Helene Mellos (also 
known as Elena Mellos-Nikolaidi and Elena Nikolaidi), his son, Michel Mellos, 
and the son's nurse, Hermine Fahnl, shall be considered to have been lawfully 
admitted into the United States for permanent residence as of the date of their 
last entries into this country, upon payment of the required visa fees and head 
taxes. It would also direct the Sccretary of State to instruct the quota-control 
officer to deduct four numbers from the nonpreference category of the appropriate 
immigration quotas. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Athara ios Mellos and his wife are natives of Turkey and were born 
respectively on March 13, 1909, and June 13, 1909. The husband is a music 
teacher by occupation and the wife an opera singer. Their son, a native of Austria, 
was born on July 16, 1946. The nurse, Hermine Fahnl, is also a native of Austria, 
and was born on May 17, 1926. The four aliens arrived in the United States at 
the port of New York on November 6, 1948, and were admitted as temporary 
visitors until! March 17, 1949, under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924. 
Several extensions of stay were granted them. the last expiring on October 19, 
1950. None of the aliens has been absent from the United States since their 
original entries with the exception of Mrs. Mellos who, upon the termination of 
a concert tour in Canada, reenteréd the United States at Burlington, Vt., on 
November 30, 1949, and was admitted as a temporarv visitor. 

The record indicates that on July 26, 1948, Mr. and Mrs. Mellos executed an 
application for nonimmigrant visas before a vice consul of the United States ia 
Vienna, Austria, both claiming that the purpose and length of their interided 
stay in the United States was “‘visiting friends—5 months,” and that Hermine 
Fahnl, as of the same date and before the same United States official, executed 
a like application, stating that the purpose and length of her intended stay in 
the United States was ‘‘visit—-5 months.” 

Athanasios Mellos has stated that he was born in Turkey and resided in that 
country until 1914 when his parents were forced to return to Greece because of 
events occasioned by the outbreak of the First World War; that his family 
then remained in Greece until 1918 when they returned to Turkey where they 
stayed until 1922, and again returned to Greec2. Further he stated that from 
1927 until 1936 he resided continuously in Athens, Greece; that he received his 
elementary schooling in both Greece and Turkey and later attended the Con- 
servatory of Music in Athens; that upon graduating from such conservatory he 
became a singing teacher and has pursued that occupation continuously since 
then; that he married Helene Nicholidi in Athens, Greece, on April 26, 1936, 
and that shortly thereafter they emigrated from Greece to Vienna, Austria, where 
they continued to reside until 1948, when they came to the United States. He 
also stated that his coming to this country with his wife, son, and the child’s 
nuree,.was for the purpose of investigating for his wife the possibilities in the 
operatic and concert fields; that his wife is now one of the outstanding figures in 
her field; that he is no longer active as a singing teacher but devotes his time 
exclusively to coaching his wife and managing her work; that he has no personal 
income but is entirely dependent upon the income of his wifé; that his wife’s 
net income for 1950 would amount to approximately $25,000. to $30,000; and 
that the extent of their assets averages around $2,000 and their personal property 
between $3,000 and $4,000. Mrs. Mellos has corroborated the information 
supplied by her husband. Hermine Fahnl, the nurse, has stated that sincs 
coming to this country in 1948 she has been steadily employed by the Mellos 
fami'y at a salary of $200 per month, exclusive of maintenance expenses, and 
that ner services to this family for the care and supervision of their young son 
are essential since Mrs. Mellos is absent from home for extended periods on 
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coneert.tours.. She also stated that during Hitler’s regime, while still a school 
girl, she was forced to join the Bund Deutsche Madchen, and paid lip service 
merely as. the. medium of least resistance and in order to avoid trouble. 

The quota for Turkey, to which Mr. and Mrs. Mellos are chargeable, and the 
quota for Austria, to which Michel Mellos and Hermine Fahnl ¢r> chargeable, are 
eversubscribed and immigration visas are not readily obtainabl2:. The record, 
however, fails to present considerations of sufficient merit to justify enactment of 
special legislation granting them preferences over other persons chargeable to the 
same quotas. 

. Aecordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the bill. 
ours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Theodore Francis Green, the author of the bill, has sub- 
mitted the following information in connection with the bill: 


INFORMATION RE Bit 8S. 897 


[As pér request contained in letter of April 4, 1951, of Senator McCarran, chair- 
man of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary] 


1.° The circumstances surrounding the entry of the person to the United States: 
On July 26, 1948, Elena Nikolaidi, leading member of the Vienna State Opera, 
and an outstanding personality of the present-day Europe, was given visa No. 35 
by the American consulate in Vienna, that she may visit the United States with 
her family, and observe the musical activities there. 

She reached New York aboard the Queen Elizabeth on November 6, 1948, 
with her husband, child, and child’s governess. 

The Columbia Artists Management informed of her arrival invited her to give 
a concert in New York. This first appearance was a phenomenal success, and 
was received with such enthusiasm by both critics and public that she was offered 
a 3-year contract by Columbia, for appearances throughout the United States. 

The United States Immigration Department, appreciating the circumstances, 
extended her visa that she may fulfill the terms of her contract but was unable 
to grant a further extension after a private bill was submitted to change her 
status and that of her family from temporary to permanent residents. 

2. The present activities of such persons: 

(a) Elena Mellos-Nikolaidi is presently engaged as a concert and opera singer 
under contract with Columbia Artists Management, Inc., 113 West Fifty-seventh 
Street, New York, N. Y. 

(b) Thanos Mellos is his wife’s business manager. 

(c) Hermine Fahnl is engaged as a governess for Michael Mellos, the minor 
child, age 5, of the couple. 

3. How such persons are presently earning a living, or whether dependent on 
some other person for support: All of these persons are supported by the funds 
received by Elena Mellos-Nikolaidi from her concert engagements. 

4. Whether or not such persons are engaged in any activities, political or other- 
wise, injurious to the American public interest: None of such persons is engaged in 
any activities, political or otherwise, injurious to the American public interest. 
They will gladly appear before the committee or any other agency for any examina- 
tion that may be considered necessary or desirable in connection with their charac- 
ter, conduct, or activities. If desired they will gladly furnish references in addi- 
tion to those already furnished to the Bureau of Immigration. 

5. Have such persons been convicted of an offense under any Federal or State 
law, and if so, what offense: None of such persons has been convicted of any offense 
under any law of any city, State, or country. A report on the absence of any police 
record for any of these persons was obtained on September 14, 1950, from the New 
York City Police Department and submitted to the Bureau of Immigration. If 
any more recent report is desired, it will gladly be obtained. 





Royat GREEK EmBassy, 
Washington, D. C., September 21, 1951. 
Hon, THEeopore FrRANcis GREEN, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
My pEaAR Senator: It is my understanding that consideration of the bill you 
introduced for the relief of Mr. and Mrs. Thanos Mellos has been indefinitely 
postponed by the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Mrs. Mellos (Elena Nikolaidi) has written me of her concern for the future 
of this bill, a concern I am sure Pa understand and appreciate. ; 

I cannot recommend Mr. and Mrs. Mellos to you too highly for I know that 
they are worthy of the great privilege of American citizenship, the attainment 
of which your bill would make possible. 

Elena Nikolaidi is not only a great artist but is a person of exceptional moral 
character. She is capable not only of making important contributions to the 
already rich cultural life of the United States but will also, with her husband, 
discharge eagerly and faithfully all of the responsibilities of good. citizenship. 

Therefore, may I once again solicit your kind interest in behalf of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mellos and ask that you do whatever you can to bring the bill before the com- 
mittee for its consideration. 

Please be assured, my dear Senator, that your efforts in this situation have 
been most deeply appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 
Signed ATHANASE PoLITIS, 
Typed ArHanase G. Pouitis, 
Ambassador of Greece. 


The bill has been amended to conform with the policy of the 
committee in granting permanent residence in the United States to 
an alien as of the date of the adjustment rather than as of the date 
of last entry into the United States. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 897), as amended, should be enacted. 
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